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See the entire flyer and registration 
form in the centerfold 



As you know, our organization is run by 
volunteers.  If you are interested in serv-
ing on a committee, please contact 
Franco Frassetti, our president, and he 
will put you in touch with the correct chair-
person for the committee you are inter-
ested in joining.  Our board is always ea-
ger for assistance. 

If you are NOT receiving our email updates 
and notifications, please email Mark Milch at 
milchphoto@aol.com 
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A Message From Our President 

Sincerely,   THEFLIGS@aol.com 
Franco Frassetti Phone: 718-256-5300 
President, PPGNY Fax: 718-256-8561 

Dear Members: 
  
When disaster struck the Gulf Coast Region, we were called to pool 
our resources together and help the Red Cross to help those in need.  
Our organization has collected over $1,000.00 for this cause.  Our 
help is still needed.  On Monday, October 10th, we will have a blood 
drive.  A unit will be parked in front of the Mill River Best Western 
to safely draw blood.  All are encouraged to participate. 
  
On October 10th, Monica Sigmon will hold a program entitled,  Let’s Get Real! 
Monica will address the issues and offer solutions that concern new business owners and 
established photographers.  Learn how she has established a successful business and is 
leading the life that she wants to.  Don’t have your business dictate your life. 
  
Monica’s full day program is presented as part of our annual Long Island Conference.  The 
registration fee includes the program, trade show, continental breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 
  
Our monthly dinner meetings are designed so that, as professionals, we can collectively 
discuss the issues that plague our industry.   
         (Continued Next Page) 



(President’s Message - Continued) 
 
Frequently, I am in discussion with many that have expressed concern for a dwindling cli-
ent base due to the public’s embrace of digital technology.  Many prospective clients have 
forgone the idea of a professional photographer for a friend with digital camera.  For a 
thousand dollars, these couples are duped into believing that they will acquire the same 
quality service and talent from amateurs with prosumer equipment. 
  
Concerns such as these are a legitimate threat and should be tackled head-on by all of us.  
Attendance should be greater at our meetings.   
  
Happy Holidays! - Franco Frassetti 

Calendar of Events 

Monday - October 10, 2005 (Columbus Day)- LONG ISLAND DAY 
 
This will be a FULL DAY seminar at the Mill River Manor in Rockville Cen-
tre.  The speaker will be Monica Sigmon.  See the flyer in the centerfold of 
this newsletter for program information and registration. 
 
Contact Paul Bernstein at PaulBphoto@aol.com for further information.  

Tuesday - November 1, 2005 - Dinner Meeting - Bart Stevens will present his pro-
gram … 

Brides & Bucks - Why you need both 
Today's times have changed and you need to be ever more aware of  the demands of  
today's couples.  I love what I do, but if I can't make money at it, why do it? 
 
In part one, Barts program will deal with the aspects of selling to an ever  more demanding 
bride.  How you present your studio and yourself is ever so important.  Are you listening to 
what the bride is saying?  Are your samples up to date and what are you doing to make 
them want to use you as their wedding photographer? 
 
In part two & using visual aids, Bart will deal with the presentation and share many of his 
ideas of photos that you should look to create that will always add dollars to your sales. 



 SUPER MONDAY 

 November 7, 2005 

   Lighting, Lighting, Lighting 
  Nothing evokes more mood than great lighting. 

In photography, if you can’t light it, you can’t see it. 
Learn the art of this technique from Master Photographer; 

 
Bart Stevens,  CPP. M.Photog., MEI, Cr. API, FNY 
  
Through visual presentation and hands on participation, each student 
will learn the techniques of available light with and without modifi-
ers and how to get the maximum from studio lighting.  Class will be 
limited to 10 students. 
  
Register now at  www.ppa.com  Class is only $99 and 
PPA members will receive a merit. 
  
Who:  Open for all who want to improve themselves 
What:  A program to improve your skills & bottom line 
Where:  Bart’s studio,  230 Daly Road,  East Northport, NY 
How:  Full group participation 
When:  Monday,  November 7, 2005 - 9 to 5 
Why:  As much as you already know, you will learn more 
  
For additional information,  call Bart at (631) 499-6998 or 
email:  bartsteven@aol.com  



  

Photos from the September 6th Dinner Meeting  
Photos by Michael Blume 

Maryola speaking about Hurricane Katrina Steve reading the photographer’s 
 prayer 

Felix being helpful Bosom Buddies 

Checking out the albums And the lucky winner is Ed Michalec 



Mr. Jacobs closing shop Owen, Ron and Frank 

Speaker, Dr. Philip Echo, and the tools of his trade... 
 Macro photography of insects. 

A lively discussion after the lecture. 





(Note: Print competition entry info to be announced via e-mail) 
 
Registration for the Long Island Conference  (Includes program, trade show, 
continental breakfast, lunch and dinner)  Advanced registration:  $95.00  -  
At the door:  $105 
 
Direct all inquiries to: Paul Bernstein at 718-622-1959 or email 
PaulBphoto@aol.com 
 
Send Registration to:  
Paul Bernstein, PPGNY Vice President 
121 St. John’s Place  
Brooklyn NY 11217  

PPGNY LI CONFERENCE 2005 REGISTRATION 
 
Name(s):_________________________________________________ 
 
Email:___________________________________________________ 
 
Studio___________________________________________________  
 
Phone: (______)______________________________           
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Town:_______________________________________State________Zip:_____________ 
 
Amount @ $95.00 per person__________________________ 
 
 
Method of Payment:         Check             MasterCard           Visa            Amex 
 
Card #:_____________________________________Exp. Date:____________ 
 
Signature:___________________________________ 



67-01 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385 
Fax 718-628-7441 Phone 1-800-628-6801 & 718-628-6800 

Web: www.armatos.com 







September 12, 2005 
 
Dear PPA Member, 
 
Occasionally photographers tell me they don’t need PPA’s malpractice protection (through 
an Indemnification Trust), because they are protected by a contract. Having your clients 
sign a good, solid contract is definitely important as a first level of protection, but it won’t 
completely limit your liability exposure. You could still get sued by an unreasonable client 
and face huge fees in mounting a defense - even if you didn’t do anything wrong! 
 
You don’t think it can happen? It has. The largest legal defense the Trust ever supported 
revolved around a troublesome groom and his wedding photographer. This story illumi-
nates why the Trust is so important for professional photographers. 
 
A PPA member covered a wedding, emerging successfully with beautiful images and flaw-
less coverage - an overall job well done. The groom, however, was unhappy with an un-
sightly pimple that appeared in the images. He was also a lawyer, and after extensive nego-
tiations, it became clear that this client was determined to go to court. So we did. 
 
In this case the court found for the photographer 100%. No damages. But the cost of win-
ning (mounting a defense, including expert witnesses, attorney fees and other expenses) 
was a whopping $24,000. The good news? This PPA member was responsible for a mere 
$200 - the Trust deductible. 
 
And that’s how the Trust will work for you if a similar situation arises. Before entering a 
courtroom, we will first work hard to negotiate a solution to the problem. But if we do go 
to court, our attitude is to defend our members to the hilt. 
 
So you can feel good that PPA and its malpractice protection program stand behind you 
every day. It is part of the value of membership. 
  
Al Hopper 
Director of Membership, Copyright & Government Affairs 
Professional Photographers of America 
  
 
 
 

PPA News - Contracts Aren’t Fail-Safe 



September 19, 2005 
 
Dear PPA Member, 
 
I recently had a member ask me if there was any way someone could have their member-
ship automatically renewed each year. The question arose because she had forgotten to re-
new, and her membership was temporarily dropped until she made her annual payment. 
Well, the answer is yes - membership is automatically renewed for members enrolled in 
our installment plan. 
 
Then I wondered: are there other members who aren’t taking advantage of this option, sim-
ply because they don’t know about it? 
 
PPA introduced an installment dues payment plan in 1999. Today 16% of our members pay 
their dues in monthly installments. To participate in this program, simply give PPA a credit 
card number when you join or renew. That card will be run monthly for one month’s por-
tion of the dues except for the first month’s payment, which includes the Indemnification 
Trust fee ($50) and, if applicable, the certification fee ($50). 
  
The system works well. Come renewal time, members are automatically renewed unless 
we’ve received notification otherwise. We even send notice, prior to renewal, to remind 
members that their first month’s payment - the largest of the year- is about to be processed. 
 
I never thought too deeply about the importance of this program until a member told me 
that he “loves” it. He doesn’t have to remember to pay, and he gets to spread his payments 
out. So I wanted to make sure you knew about this option. 
 
Making it as easy as possible to be part of your professional association with programs, 
benefits and protection for your business is just another part of what we do to increase your 
satisfaction in this valuable association. 
 
Al Hopper 
Director of Membership, Copyright & Government Affairs 
Professional Photographers of America 
  
 
 

PPA News - Automatic Renewal 



CLASSIFIEDS 
To place a classified ad in the New York Photographer, email the information to Marvin 
N. Horlick at photogbymarvin@aol.com In addition to the exact text you want in your ad, 
please include your name, phone number, email and membership status.  The email sub-
ject line must start with ‘Official PPGNY Email’ . Classified ads are free and only avail-
able to members of PPSNY/PPGNY.  Ads will be placed for one month, renewable 
monthly.  Please remember to notify Marvin when your ad has been fulfilled and is no 
longer needed. 

For Sale 

FOR SALE:  Used Epson 9600 printer - $2,995 or best offer. 
Contact Franco Frassetti - (718) 256-5300 - or THEFLIGS@aol.com 

Announcements 

Help Wanted 

Wedding and Portrait Studio - Needs a sales person/album designer/production assis-
tant.   Contact Precious Times Photography, Brooklyn, NY - Franco Frassetti - (718) 
256-5300 or THEFLIGS@aol.com 

Charles and Carmen Gill have celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary  
on September 10, 2005 

Charles is a lifetime member of PPGNY.  He retired in 1998 from Gill Photographers in 
St. Albans, Queens, NY.  He now resides in Scotrun, Pennsylvania. 

FOR SALE:  Entire studio contents.  Lights, backdrops, props galore.  Closeout prices 
Call Bart Stevens - (631) 499-6998 

Item Wanted 
Looking for an ASTRASCOPE - a paper-proof projector - If anyone who is fully  
digital but still has this ‘old war-horse’ lying around without use … 
Please contact Jonah ASAP at (516) 223-2444 or lamoitte@msn.com 






