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Past President Mark Milch (2003-2005) passes the gavel to President Franco Frassetti 
at the February 2005 board meeting. 

‘PPGNY wishes Mark well as he joins the Board of Governors’ 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 
The April dinner meeting has been changed to Monday, April 4th,  

instead of the regular Tuesday meeting. 
Location: Best Western Mill River Manor, 173 Sunrise Hwy., Rockville Centre, NY 
Phone: 516 - 678-1300 Time:  Cocktail hour 6:00pm:  Dinner and program starting at 7pm 
Program: Paul Bernstein will present a “New York Weddings” program:  Did you 
believe the man only did Bar Mitzvah’s? Think again. Find out why Paul was 
awarded “Album of the Year” with a wedding entry at a recent PPSNYS Convention, 
and discover the secrets to his creative and very profitable wedding sales.  See it all at 
the next PPGNY dinner meeting on Monday (not Tuesday) April 4th! 



As you know, our organization is run by 
volunteers.  If you are interested in serv-
ing on a committee, please contact 
Franco Frassetti, our president, and he 
will put you in touch with the correct chair-
person for the committee you are inter-
ested in joining.  Our board is always ea-
ger for assistance. 

If you are NOT receiving our email updates 
and notifications, please email Mark Milch at 
milchphoto@aol.com 
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Retraction 

In the December issue of the PPGNY Newsletter an article was published by Richard Cameron 
quoting statements supposedly made by Steve Bergano to Richard Cameron (text is included be-
low). Steve has said these statements quoted by Richard are incorrect and untrue, and has requested 
this retraction.  The facts in this article were not checked by this newsletter editor, but were taken at 
'face value' and this is also an apology for that oversight.   

Quote "Upon being nominated, Richard was congratulated by Ernie Tramposch and 
Past President Steve Bergano.  "I Know you won't let us down."  Steve told Richard.  
Richard Cameron is very much aware Steve Bergano who is State Treasurer 
(PPSNYS) has aspirations for higher office at state level.  Keeping that in mind Steve 
should endorse Richard." 

The opinions expressed in the above qouted article do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 
PPGNY, its board, officers or membership. 
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For contributions, questions, or comments regarding 
this newsletter, contact Marvin N. Horlick  Email: 
photogbymarvin@aol.com 
Phone: (516) 682-5449 
 
All articles appearing in the newsletter are not nec-
essarily the opinions of the Editor, the Board of Di-
rectors, or the membership of the Professional Pho-
tographers of Greater New York. 

A Message From Our President 

Sincerely,   THEFLIGS@aol.com 
Franco Frassetti Phone: 718-256-5300 
President, PPGNY Fax: 718-256-8561 

Dear Members, 
 
I am pleased that you have given me the opportunity to represent PPGNY as this 
year’s President.  It is my honor to serve you and this great organization. I am deter-
mined to advance this organization’s standings within the photographic community 
and encourage each member to participate in this year’s planned activities to better 
themselves as photographers and business people. Allow me to mention a couple of 
goals I have planned for this upcoming year.  
 
We are about to initiate a big campaign to increase awareness of the PPGNY and gain membership.  We will 
see a strong rise in membership. 
 
Recently, I have discussed plans with Fuji, Kodak, and Canon to begin a try before you buy program. As pro-
fessionals, we need to be up to speed with the latest technology. If any of these three companies carry equip-
ment you are considering, such as a camera or printer, we will be able to try the product for an evaluation 
period.  Then, if it meets your expectations, purchase it at a competitive price. I also want to get more vendors 
and our current vendors involved in a more consistent manner. 
 
This year will bring more specialized instructors in advanced areas of software applications such as Photo-
shop.  We will have general overall courses; yet, we will get more in-depth with the software that is out 
there.  Many of us need to further develop the tools that are shaping the new future of photography. 
See you at the meetings, 



Calendar of Events 

Monday - April 4, 2005 -  
Location: Best Western Mill River 
Manor, 173 Sunrise Hwy.,  
Rockville Centre, NY 
Phone: 516-678-1300 
Time: Cocktail hour 6pm:   
Dinner and program starting at 7pm 
 
Program: Paul Bernstein will present 
a “New York Weddings” program:  
Did you believe the man only did Bar 
Mitzvah’s?  Think again.  Find out 
why Paul was awarded “Album of the 
Year” with a wedding entry at a re-
cent PPSNYS Convention, and dis-
cover the secrets to his creative and 
very profitable wedding sales. See it 
all at the next PPGNY dinner meeting 
on Monday (not Tuesday) April 4th. 
 
Tuesday - May 3, 2005 - Tammy Loya 
will speak on children and family por-
traits. 
 
Tuesday - June 7, 2005 - Rich Pomer-
antz from Connecticut will do a program 
on digital weddings and fine art photog-
raphy. 
 
Tuesday - July 5, 2005 - Bernie Re-
strepo will speak on wedding photogra-
phy. 
 
Tuesday - Sept 6, 2005 - Jeanette 
Fessler’s program will cover the busi-
ness and art of child portraiture. 





PPSNYS 100th ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
AT IMAGE 2005 

SUNDAY, APRIL 10th at 9:00PM!! 
Kodak will be sponsoring the party and will give away a 1400 Professional Printer! 

Register today at www.ppsnys.com 

HEAR YE!!!  HEAR YE!!! 
 

A full PPSNYS Photo Workshop Scholarship for July 17-22, 2005 will be 
given at the Image 2005 Conference in Rye Brook, NY, April 9 - 13, 

2005 to the lucky member that has his or her name drawn.   
To apply for this complete scholarship, send BY MAIL your name, ad-

dress, phone number, and email address, noting that you would like to 
be considered for the scholarship, to:  

Linda Hutchings, PO Box 922, Elmira, NY 14902. 
Please submit by April 1, 2005. 

GOOD LUCK!!!  



Photos of the PPGNY Board - Past and Present 

Linda M. Hutchings, PPSNYS President, swearing in 2005 Executive Board 

Linda M. Hutchings, PPSNYS President, swearing in 2005 Board members  

Newly elected 2005 Officers and Board members - Seated l-r, Officers: 
Richard Cameron, Financial Secretary: Rocco Chilelli, Treasurer: Franco 
Frassetti, President:  Paul Bernstein, Vice President: Gale Blumenthal, Secre-
tary.  Standing l-r, Board: Anthony Guerreri, Michael Blume, Frank Fontana, 
Marvin Horlick, Ruth Perino, Dennis Gartner, Raul Ramos and Ron Krowne. 

Outgoing 2004 Board - Kneeling l-r. 
Marvin Horlick, Michael Blume, Anthony 
Guerreri, and Frano Frassetti.  Standing 
l-r. Gale Blumenthal, Ron Krowne, Frank 
Fontana, Richard Cameron, and Mark 
Milch. 



Awards and Photos from the Talent Exchange Program (TEP), held February 7, 2005 

Felix Occhiuto was awarded the degree of Master Photogra-
pher.  Accepting on behalf of Felix is Rita McCauley (center).  
With Mark Milch and Paul Bernstein. 

Award of Excellence to Ed Michalec 

Award of Excellence to Gale Blumenthal 

Award of Excellence to Paul Bernstein 

Print award to Gale Blumenthal 

Print award to Ed Michalec 

Note: Ed Michalec and Gale Blumenthal received 
multiple awards.  See the 2004 Year End award 
listing in this issue. 



Print award to Frano Frassetti 

President’s award to Gary 
Small for his exemplary as  

Parliamentarian 

President’s award to Marvin 
Horlick for his dedication as 
PPGNY newsletter editor. 

Awards to Executive Board given by President 
Mark Milch for their hard work and service. 

State award presented to Barbara Milch 
(with the approval of PPSNYS) for sacri-
fices she made during Mark’s tenure as 

PPGNY President. 

Mark Milch received an award from Jeanette 
Fessler on behalf of PPGNY thanking Mark for 

his service and dedication as President 



Candids from the Talent Exchange Program (TEP) 



2004 Year End Awards 
 

Illustrative General Membership 
High Point Score 
Ed Michalec 
 
Illustrative General Membership 
Runner Up 
Chris Moore 
 
Portrait General Membership 
High Point Score 
Franco Frassetti 
 
in tie with 
Portrait General Membership 
High Point Score 
Gale Blumenthal 
 
Portrait General Membership 
Runner Up 
Ed Michalec 

The Marchisotto Family of PPGNY- by Richard 
Cameron 

The Marchisotto family is one of 
LIPPA/PPGNY's dynasties.  Patri-
arch Anthony Marchisotto Sr, is one 
of our living legends. Tony Sr. is one 
of the original founding members of 
PPGNY and has put his heart and 
soul into the organization for the last 
40 years. He has served on the board 
of directors and became president in 
1976, succeeding the late Jack 
Fontana (the head of another 
PPGNY family dynasty).  In 1978 
Tony became the first director of our summer workshop and 
has always been a staunch supporter of educating our mem-
bers and has helped make our school the success it is today.  
He presently serves as the workshop’s Director Emeritus. 
 
The Marchisotto's started their studio in Bay Ridge Brook-
lyn, opened a branch in Bensonhurst, and later relocated to 
Long Island.  Tony's son Richard followed his father serving 
in the PPGNY government, becoming president in 1979.  

In 1992 Richard became partners with his friend of 35 years 
Earl Friedman.  Earls father, lifetime member Irving Friedman, 
owned Triart Studios on Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn. Both he 
and Earl served in PPGNY's government and have been fea-
tured speakers for many programs. Tony Jr. rejoined the firm 
in 1995 as the studio manager.  In 1999 Tony Sr.'s grandson 
Brian Phelps joined the studio.  He is now photographing wed-
dings and studio portraits, beginning the third generation in this 
photographer family tradition of excellence.  Brian won his 
first national award at WPPI last year and last month received 
2 best in show at PPGNY's monthly print competition.  Long 
time member Adofo Vachier is Tony Sr.'s son-in law.  Gino 
Merlino, of Gino Merlino studios in Staten Island photographed Earl's Bar Mitzvah. Gino had the 
honor of sitting with Tony Sr. and Irving at Earl's son Joshua's Bar Mitzvah last year. 
 
These connections of blood and friendship prove PPGNY is a place to cultivate ties that bind. Tony 
Marchisotto Sr. worked tirelessly to promote good will, professionalism and ethics at PPGNY. His  
sons and now his grandson carry on in his tradition. 



Ed Michalec Wins the 2004 PPA Photographer of the Year Award - Bronze Level 

At this year’s PPA Conference in New Orleans, Ed Michalec of ‘Beyond Photography’ in 
Whitestone, NY, was honored with the 2004 Photographer of the Year Award - Bronze 
Level AND four of his award winning images were chosen for a special showing by the 
South Korean government (see next page).  Ed was also profiled in two local Queens news-
papers, the ‘Times Ledger’ and ’The Courier’.  Ed suggests to PPGNY members:  

 
“In order to promote PPGNY’s functions and our activities,  members 

should contact their local newspapers to sell ourselves and publicize our 
organization” 



Ed Michalec’s Images Selected by Special Invitation of South Korean government 

Shown below is a portion of the letter Ed received from the PPA Print Exhibition Committee.  

Dear Mr. Michalec, 
By special invitation of the South Korean government, your images will make an appearance at the Imaging 
Asia 2005 convention in Daegu, Korea.  This impressive event, hosted by the Professional Photographers of 
Korea, is Asia’s definitive showcase of imaging technology, services and products. It will take place March 
21-27, 2005.  Also taking place at Imaging Asia 2005 is the first regional image competition of the Asian 
Pacific Rim.  As part of the display that honors the fruits of PPA’s International Print Competition, your im-
ages are lending credibility and prestige to the competition in Korea and promoting the art of photography on 
an international scale.  (signed) Don Mitchell - PPA Print Exhibition Committee Liaison. 



Photos from the March 1st Dinner Meeting - Photos by Michael Blume 

Checking in a new member Ron greeting new members 

Rocco sharing his secrets 

Rudy Resisting 
‘the pitch’ 

And the big winner is … 
Frank Fontana 

Best in show winners 

50-50 Pot 

Close your eyes 
and pick a winner 

Judging the Blues 



WAR STORIES 
(TALES OF TUXEDOED COMBAT) 

By Paul Bernstein, PPA Cert., M. Photog., Cr  

Note: I am sure that every PPGNY member has similar tales to tell. We would like to publish the 
best of these on a regular basis in subsequent newsletter issues. It should be good for a communal 
monthly laugh. Please Email your most memorable “on the job” anecdotes to me at:  
PaulBphoto@aol.com . Be sure to sign your name so that you can get proper credit for your own 
“War Stories”  Thanks!  Paul. 

Being a parent in our business can be tough 
at times. The combination of long hours 
away from home, plus the fact that we are 
usually working on weekends and holidays, 
can make family life extremely difficult. 
Therefore, it is important to put extra effort 
into staying close to our children. 
This was especially important to me when 
my three children were very young. When I 
was working, I telephoned them every sin-
gle night. On my days off, I always spent 
"special time" with them. My kids came 
first to me, and I made sure they knew it. 
Being a photographer with children often 
has a lighter side as well. My oldest, Sho-
shana, is twenty-five now and living in the 
Albany area. When she was about three, she 
received a book of Mickey and Minnie pa-
per dolls. The first thing she did was punch 
out the tuxedo, put it on Mickey and said, 
"Look, Daddy, Mickey's going to work!" 
In those days, I worked very long hours for 
a studio far from home. Monday was my 
only day off. When Shoshana was in first 
grade, she wrote a story illustrated with a 
small sketch of what looked like an eye. 
She wrote that Monday was her favorite 
day of the week because she knew that on 
Monday her daddy would pick her up from 

the school bus. The 
drawing was of a blue 
eye looking through a 
camera. She wrote 
that she knew her 
daddy loved her very 
much. The teacher agreed. 
My son Joshua is twenty-three now, and has 
been working as my assistant since the age 
of fourteen. Unlike his father, he has a won-
derful sense of comic timing and a dry wit. 
(Once when we got an annoying dinner-
time solicitation to change our long-
distance phone service, he told the caller 
sadly, "We don't have a telephone" and 
hung up.) 
A couple of years ago, we were on a Bar 
Mitzvah with an especially obnoxious 
crowd of thirteen-year-olds. One kid in par-
ticular kept messing around with my equip-
ment, repeatedly turning off my room lights 
and threatening to pour drinks into my 
cases. I calmly attempted two or three times 
to instill a sense of civility in the little 
hoodlum, but this proved to be unsuccess-
ful. Joshua then put the look on his face that 
NFL linesmen use to convince opponents 
that they are about to be mashed into puree 
of Astroturf. He got within an eyelash of 

Continued next page 


